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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Welcome to Peachland Elementary School.  We hope that you have enjoyed your summer
vacation.  As a parent of a returning or new student to the school, the information included
herein will hopefully answer some of the commonly asked questions regarding school policy and
procedures.

On behalf of the Peachland Elementary staff, I extend a warm welcome to our school.  We hope
that this school year will be a most rewarding, happy experience for you and your child.  The
school welcomes parent involvement and provides many opportunities for parents to learn
about, and contribute to their children’s education.

If at any time you have concerns regarding your child’s educational program, please call the
school and talk to your child’s teacher.  By working together we can ensure the best educational
opportunities for your child.

We look forward to working with you in the coming year.

Ms. Wendy Briggs

Principal



Bell Schedule
SCHOOL HOURS

8:30 Classes Begin with Warning Bell at 8:25 AM

8:30 – 11:15 Morning Session

11:15 – 12:10 Lunch Time with Warning Bell at 12:05 PM

12:10 – 1:20 1st Afternoon Session

1:20 – 1:35 Afternoon Recess

1:35 – 2:30 2nd Afternoon Session

PARENT ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1. To ensure that their child attends school on time and on a regular basis.

2. To ensure that their child comes to school dressed appropriately for the weather and
according to the school’s dress code.

3. To ensure that their child is properly nourished and is well rested.

4. To support the school’s endeavours to provide a sound education.

TEACHER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1. To provide learning opportunities appropriate for the ability of the students.

2. To provide a safe learning environment for the students.

3. To provide learning opportunities that promote growth of the child emotionally, socially,
academically, and physically.

4. To inform parents of the success and progress of their child.

5. To show care, concern and respect for all children.



STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

As a student….

1. I have a RIGHT to learn.

It is my RESPONSIBILITY to listen to instructions, work quietly in my desk and to raise
my hand if I have a question, concern, or need to leave.

2.   I have a RIGHT to hear and be heard.

It is my RESPONSIBILITY not to talk, shout, or make loud noises when others are
speaking.

3. I have a RIGHT to be respected.

It is my RESPONSIBILITY to be sensitive to the feelings of others.  I will not tease,
bully, or bug other people or hurt their feelings. I will use appropriate language.

4.   I have a RIGHT to be safe.

It is my RESPONSIBILITY not to threaten, kick, punch, or physically harm anyone
else.  The only appropriate touch is a ‘soft tag’ or a gesture of friendship.

5. I have a RIGHT to privacy and to my own personal space.

It is my RESPONSIBILITY to respect the personal property of others and to accept
their right to privacy.

SCHOOL WIDE EXPECTATIONS

All students are expected to conduct themselves as responsible members of a school
community both at the school and in the neighbourhood within which the school is located.
Students must be courteous to the members of the school community and the families living in
the school neighbourhood.  Students are expected to be respectful of others’ property.  All
behaviour which disturbs, disrupts or damages the persons or property of the school
neighbourhood will be addressed.

As well, all students are expected to conduct themselves in accordance with the Students’
Rights and Responsibilities code of conduct while travelling to and from school.  Students
who contravene this code of conduct while travelling to and from school in circumstances, which
adversely impact, on the welfare of other students or the learning atmosphere of the school may
be subject to discipline.



In easy terms to remember, we expect our students to be Respectful, Responsible, Safe,
Learners

During the first week of school, each class will spend some time becoming familiar with the
school-wide expectations as they apply to all areas of the school.  Teachers will demonstrate
and students will participate in role-plays to ensure that everyone understands the expectations.

Most students have no difficulty following school-wide expectations most of the time.  However,
from time to time some students have difficulty meeting these expectations.  Behavioural
infractions will be addressed on a case by case basis using the following guidelines:  Students
will first receive a gentle verbal reminder or redirection; following several reminders or
redirections, a record of the misbehaviour will be made and the parent will be contacted.  When
necessary, further consequences will be developed in consultation with the student, the teacher,
the parent, and if necessary, the principal.

SCHOOL PROCEDURES:

DRESS CODE

We ask our students and staff to keep in mind that school is a workplace.   Clothing and
footwear needs to be safe and appropriate.

ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance helps to ensure children’s school success.  We expect our students to
arrive at school on time to participate in the important morning routines and review the daily
plans with the class.  Please refer to our school website for the current bell schedule.

PLE has a Safe Arrival Program and we need EVERY family’s help to make this safety plan
work.  In the event that your child will be late or must be away from school, we ask that you
report the absence using the School Messenger app: http://go.schoolmessenger.ca If needed,
you may report your child’s absence to the school office directly at 250 -870-5122.  For your
child’s safety, when an absence is unreported, you will receive a notification from the school.

INSIDE DAYS

When the weather is inclement, the pupils will be informed of “inside days”.  When inside,
students are to be involved in quiet activities seated on either a chair or the carpet.   The
teacher on supervision or the Lunch Hour Supervisors will monitor activities.  At all other times
we encourage the children to be outside before school, at lunch and at recess.  School ground
supervision begins at 8:00 a.m. and lasts until the 8:25 am bell.  After school supervision is from
2:30 pm  – 2:45 pm.  Please dress your children for the weather, including appropriate footwear.
Indoor shoes are required during the ‘wet’ months.

http://go.schoolmessenger.ca


LOST AND FOUND

Items that are found are brought to the Lost and Found Box in the mural hallway.  These items
are displayed during Parent-Teacher Conference times in the hopes of returning the items or
they can be picked up at any time throughout the year by pupils or parents.  Articles are kept for
several months and if they remain unclaimed, they are donated to a Thrift Shop or the Salvation
Army a couple of times per year.   We encourage pupils and parents to label all clothing and
personal items to assist us in returning them.

LUNCH HOUR BEHAVIOUR

Those who remain at school for the entire lunch hour, including the eating period, are expected
to:

· maintain common sense behaviour.
· remain seated during the period.
· place garbage in the cans provided when dismissed by Lunch Hour Supervisor.
· seek permission from a Lunch Supervisor to leave the room.
· listen and show respect to the Lunch Supervisors.

For those students who choose not to comply with these expectations, their parents will be
asked to make alternate lunch hour arrangements for a period of time.

PERSONAL BELONGINGS

The school cannot assume responsibility for loss of and/or damage to personal property
brought to school.   Personal items should be left at home.  If students choose to bring such
items to school they do so at their own risk.  If children ride a bike to school, they should wear
helmets and have a good quality bicycle lock to lock their bikes outside.  Skateboards and/or
Scooters are not to be used on the School Property on School Hours.  If students choose to ride
a Scooter/Skateboard to school they must leave it at the office until the end of the day.

SCHOOL TELEPHONE

The use of the school office telephone is intended for school business.  The pupils have
supervised access to a student telephone in the office if it is necessary to inform parents of
illness, special extra-curricular functions or any other urgent matter.  Social calls, such as asking
permission to go and play somewhere before going home, are discouraged.  If parents find it
necessary to inform their children of an urgent matter, they may phone the school office and
leave a message.



EMERGENCY CONTACTS

At time of registration, we request emergency contact information.  It is vital that we keep this
record up-to-date. Please contact the school as soon as possible if there are any changes
to your registration information, including changes in contact names and numbers and
emails.

SCHOOL FEES

School Supply Program - We offer an optional school supply program as a convenience to
families.  For a reasonable fee, students are issued with supplies (i.e., notebooks, writing tools,
glue, paints, etc.) as they are required for their class work during the year.

Cultural Program - Every year the School District books a variety of performing artists to
present plays and concerts for students.  Instead of collecting a fee for each performance, one
fee is set in September to cover the costs of all performances.  All students must pay this fee.

Supplies Cultural Fees Total

Grade K-5 $35.00 $10.00 $45.00

HEALTH AND SAFETY:

FIRE DRILLS

Fire drills are conducted on a regular basis with at least three during September and three in the
spring.  When the alarm sounds, students leave the classroom in a silent, single line at the
direction of their teacher.  Once outside, students report to designated meeting places so that
each student may be accounted for.

LOCK DOWN PROCEDURES

A special announcement is made.  Teachers will have all their students seated at their desks or
tables.  The teacher will then secure the doors and close the blinds/curtains.   No one will leave
the room for any reason.  A second announcement will indicate that the drill is complete.

EARTHQUAKE DRILLS

At the “Take Cover” command from the classroom teacher or the office, students assume the
“Crash” position under their desks or tables.  They face away from windows on their knees with
their heads down and their hands clasped on the backs of their necks or heads.  Students count
aloud to 60 (earthquakes rarely last longer than 60 seconds and counting is calming) before
being led out of the building by their teachers.



NATURAL DISASTERS

Should a natural disaster such as an earthquake or fire occur in our immediate area, and if staff
need to evacuate the building we will take our students to the Peachland Community Center. If
there is a possibility of a flood we will evacuate up to Ponderosa Drive.

FIRST AID ROOM

We have a basic first aid room at the school.  Minor cuts and scrapes are cleaned and
bandaged.  More serious injuries are assessed and given first aid by staff members with
emergency first aid certificates.  Parents will be consulted when it appears advisable that the
student should go home or see a doctor.  It is the school policy to contact parents of students
who feel sick at school so that they may decide if the student is to go home or to be picked up.

SAFETY CHECK PROGRAM

Please ensure that you use School messenger if your child will be absent or late.  An automatic
call out will be sent out by our School Messenger system if a student is absent from class
without explanation.

PRESCRIPTION AND NON-PRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS

If medications are to be given to a student or supervised by staff at school, parents must have
the physician complete a “Request for Administration of Medication at School” form BEFORE
Bringing the medication to school.  These forms are available from the office.   Many doctor’s
offices also have a copy.

Medication must be provided in the original bottle with a prescription label provided by the
pharmacist.  The school office maintains a log of prescribed medications taken by students at
school.

The school maintains a Medical Alert File for students with potentially life-threatening conditions
or allergies. We have a number of students with life threatening allergies to all nuts. We ask
your cooperation in not sending items containing nuts or nut products to school.

BUS TRANSPORTATION

Many pupils who live within our school area are eligible for bus transportation to and from
school.  Please contact the Transportation Department at 250-870-5151 for route and pick-up
information. School District buses are sometimes used for field trips.

Students are eligible for bus transportation if they live 4.8 km from the nearest school at which
they could be registered for an educational program (4.0 for Kindergarten through Gr. 3).
Students must also be registered as a rider with the transportation office prior to using the bus
service. If there is space available on the bus, students living closer to the school may also be



able to ride the bus as courtesy riders. If the number of eligible riders increases and extra seats
are needed, courtesy riders will receive a week's notification.

To check on eligibility for transportation, please use the "Rider Eligibility/Web Query" link on the
transportation department website at http://www.sd23.bc.ca/transportation/. Parents and
students can also download an application form from the same website or pick up a copy from
the school office. The transportation office will notify the parents of eligible and courtesy riders
after the application has been received and eligibility and seat availability have been confirmed.

FIELD STUDIES

Field trips are considered an integral part of classroom instruction and give students an
opportunity to enhance their learning. They are arranged by the teacher with the approval of the
Principal.  In planning for instruction, each teacher evaluates many possible sites for field
studies in our valley before selecting the trips for the class.  Transportation for field studies is
provided by volunteer drivers and/or school buses. To transport students as a volunteer, a
driver must have provided the school with the following applications and statements prior to the
event.  All forms are available at the school office.

1. A criminal record check application (2 pieces of identification including one
with a photo are required at the time of the application.)

2. A vehicle use statement signed by the registered owner, lessee or renter
of the vehicle being used to transport students (the certificate of insurance
confirming ownership and minimum $2,000,000 third party coverage is
required at time of application).

3. A driver statement (current driver’s license required at time of application)

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Throughout the year, students have many opportunities to become involved in activities outside
their classroom.  In the past, students have participated in the following teacher sponsored
activities, although not every activity is offered every year.

Student Leaders (Announcement leaders, Assembly leaders, Kindness Crew leaders, Safety
Patrol leaders,, Classroom Lunch leaders, Technology leaders, Recycling leaders, Hot Lunch
leaders)

· Choir, Intramurals, Fruit & Veggie Program, Volleyball, Basketball, Gymnastics, &
Track and Field



PARENT INVOLVEMENT

THE PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL (P.A.C.)

The Parent Advisory Council (P.A.C.) is composed of all parents and guardians of students at
Peachland Elementary.  The P.A.C.’s primary function is to ensure that parents are kept abreast
of educational issues which affect children within the school and at the District or Provincial
levels.  To facilitate parents’ involvement, general meetings with free childcare are held monthly
at the school, information is distributed for students to bring home in the school’s monthly
newsletter, and the P.A.C. bulletin board posts notices, meeting agendas and meeting minutes.

The Peachland P.A.C. has, among other activities, participated in successfully lobbying School
District No. 23 for the maintenance of necessary Peachland school bus routes, and sponsors
parent education nights/workshops for parents of school-aged children.  As well, the Peachland
P.A.C. has held a variety of highly successful events such as Family Fun Night, the school lunch
program and sales.  The money raised from these activities has been used for purchases such
as computer lab, special school-wide presentations, and sports equipment.

All parents and guardians from Peachland Elementary are encouraged to participate in the
P.A.C. this year!  Please visit the PAC website at www.ple.parentcoucil.net or email the PAC
President at http://plepac.ca or the PAC President at Ple.PacPresident@sd23.bc.ca

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

There are many ways in which parents may become involved in the school throughout the year.
Examples include helping in an area of interest such as robotics, accompanying field trips,
lending a hand in a classroom, driving student athletes to games, making a presentation, and
supporting the Hot Lunch Program to name but a few. Please contact your child’s teacher.
Please note that volunteers also need to fill out a Volunteer Disclosure Statements and initiate a
Criminal Record Check. Forms are at the school office.

http://www.ple.parentcoucil.net/
http://plepac.ca/

